2020-2021 SCHOOL RE-OPENING PLAN
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Students and Families Preparedness:
 Before coming to school, parents/guardians are to use the online screening tool which can be
found here: https://sharedhealthmb.ca/covid19/screening-tool/ to ensure students are
healthy. Please remember that students cannot come to school if they are displaying any
symptoms of illness.
o If a student shows any new cold or flu-like symptoms (cough, fever, sore throat, runny
nose, muscle aches, headache, nausea, fatigue or any of the symptoms mentioned in
the self-screening tool) they should remain at home for 14 days and until symptoms
have resolved for 24 hours as stated by Manitoba Health. Anyone with these
symptoms are eligible for COVID-19 testing. If you receive a COVID test and it is
NEGATIVE, you are advised to stay home until your symptoms have resolved for 24
hours.
o If a person in the household has been diagnosed with COVID-19, is in close contact with
anyone diagnosed with COVID-19, or if anyone in the household has travelled out of
the province, they are required to consult with Manitoba Health guidelines prior to
attending school.
o We encourage families to have a backup plan in place in the event of illness.
o In the event that your child needs to stay home from school due to illness, please
contact our school office: 204-667-2383 or info@rrvja.ca
 If a student at school presents with symptoms to the office (fever, cough, runny nose, sore
throat etc.), the student will be placed in the foyer distanced from other students with a face
mask until a parent or guardian arrives to pick them up. Children must be picked up
immediately. Please ensure that you have designated emergency contacts and that someone
is always available to pick up your child at school should the need arise.
 All students are expected to attend classes when healthy and able to do so.
 School- level remote learning will be in place for students who are medically advised not to
return to in-class learning due to COVID-related risk factors. Regular online attendance is
mandatory in these cases.

If There is a Positive COVID Case in The School:

 Public Health officials will lead the response and provide guidance, including ensuring

appropriate supports are in place to coordinate the response. This will mean contacting those
who would be considered close contacts and advising them of the need to self-isolate or selfmonitor.
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 Public health will advise staff and students if they have been in close contact, if they need to

self-isolate or self-monitor, and when they can return to school.
 We will clean and disinfect areas that public health deems required and the space will not be

used until it is determined to be safe.
 Information will be shared with parents when a case has been identified.
 The school will be identified in the Manitoba COVID-19 Bulletin when a case has been

identified.

Mask Use in the School and on the School Bus:
 The use of non-medical masks is MANDATORY for students Grades 4-12. Staff are expected
to wear a mask.
 RRVJA would like all Students K-12 to wear a non-medical masks while riding our school
buses.
 We recommend that if you provide your child with two non-medical masks for each day.
 Non-medical masks are being required by Manitoba Health on the school bus for students
in Grades 4-12.
 Masks must be worn before they will be allowed to board the bus and while riding the bus to
and from school.
o We recommend providing reusable masks for your children to use on the bus.
o A mask will be provided for students who do not have one.
o Students in Grade 3 and lower will not be required to wear a mask in the building, but
they can wear a non-medical mask if they choose. (Riding the school bus is an
exception)

To Facilitate Contact Tracing RRVJA Will:
 Keep accurate student attendance records (in school and on the bus).
 Keep a log of all visitors who enter the school building.
 To the best of our ability, while continuing to offer continued excellent education we will:
o Keep students seated 1 meter apart in classroom settings.
o Maintain cohort groups smaller than 75 students (some students may be part of more
than one cohort).
o Keep cohort groups separate to the best of our ability.
3

 If there is a case of infection in a school, this practice can help with contact tracing, but also
limit potential exposures and drastically reduce the potential number of exposed staff and
students.
 RRVJA will provide contact information gathered from attendance and close monitoring of
classroom movement to health officials, upon request, if an RRVJA student tests positive for
COVID-19. Public health officials are responsible for communicating with "close contacts" and
for advising the wider school community.

RRVJA Staff Will Continue to Teach our Students the Following:
 The importance of using a tissue or their elbow to cover their mouth/nose when

coughing/sneezing.
 The importance of proper hand washing. This will include providing frequent opportunities

for handwashing.
 The importance of refraining from touching their eyes, nose and mouth.
 The importance of respecting people’s personal space and understanding the need to refrain

from intentional or unintentional physical contact with others.
 How to properly clean their stations to kill germs.
 The importance of not sharing food or drinks with others.
 Administration will post signs in highly visible locations (e.g., school entrances, restrooms)

that promote everyday protective measures
 Make regular announcements on reducing the spread of COVID-19 on PA systems
 Include messages (for example, videos) about behaviors that prevent the spread of COVID-19

when communicating with staff and families (such as on school websites, in emails, and on
school social media accounts).
 Refer individuals to general community resources
 Enlist the help of church community professionals (nurses, pastors, counselors) to provide

supports.
 Encourage persons to take breaks from watching, reading, or listening to news stories about

COVID-19, including social media if they are feeling overwhelmed or distressed.
 Promote eating healthy, exercising, getting sleep, and finding time to unwind.
 Encourage dialogue with people about personal concerns/ feelings.
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IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION
Families will be referred to the following useful information sources:
- Health links: 204-788-8200 or toll free: 1-888-315-9257
- CDC resource: “If you are sick or caring for someone”
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019- ncov/if-youaresick/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.g ov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019ncov%2Fhcp%2Fguidanceprevent-spread.html

Institutional Preparedness
General Information:
Building Sanitation:
We will:
 increase hours for Cleaning staff to be on site more regularly for cleaning.
 clean and disinfect the premises will occur at least once a day.
 clean and disinfect frequently-touched surfaces at least twice a day
 purchase an electrostatic disinfecting machine for cleaning and disinfecting frequently
touched surfaces and shared resources such as doorknobs, water fountain knobs, light
switches, toilet and faucet handles, electronic devices, students' chairs and desks/tabletops at
least twice a day, as they are most likely to become contaminated.
 mount hand sanitizing stations in main entry ways and throughout the hallways.
 provide each classroom teacher with hand-sanitizer and disinfecting wipes.
 each classroom teacher will have cleaning supplies for sanitizing desks and surfaces.
 Post signage throughout the school regarding social distancing, hand hygiene, and proper
covering of coughs and sneezes.
 Frequently sanitize and wash toys.
 limit the use of toys and shared items that cannot be sanitized (examples of this would be
sand and play doh).
Modified Lay-outs:
We will:
 place seating/desks at least 1 Meter apart (In Cohorts).
 turn desks to face in the same direction (rather than facing each other), or have students sit on
only one side of tables, spaced apart.
 create distance between children on school buses (g., seat children one child per row, skip
rows) when possible.
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Physical Barriers and Guides:
We will:
 provide physical barriers, such as sneeze guards and partitions for teacher and student desks.
 provide physical guides, such as tape on floors or sidewalks and signs on walls, to ensure that
staff and children remain at least 2 Meters apart in lines and at other times (e.g. guides for
creating “one way routes” in hallways).
 add physical barriers, such as plastic flexible screens, between bathroom sinks
 install directional arrows and signage to direct foot traffic both in the classrooms and in the
hallways.
 To divide entry points at entrance and exit doors.

Water fountain management:
 Water fountains will be closed off and not available for use. Students will be required to

bring their own water bottles.
 Students will be assigned a locker or cubby that is not shared. The teachers will have a plan

for staggered dismissal (recess, lunch, etc.) to prevent crowding at the locker and cubby area.
 Washrooms will be available for up to two students at a time with a system that will be

implemented for each of the classrooms to keep track of students in the washroom.

COHORT Groups will be Designated as Follows:
•

COHORT A - Kindergarten

•

COHORT B - Grades 1-2A, 1-2B,

•

COHORT C - Grades 3-4A, 3-4B.

•

COHORT D - Grades 5-6A, 5-6B,

•

COHORT E - Grades 7-8

•

COHORT F - Grades 9-10

•

COHORT G- Grades 11-12

•

COHORT H – West Side Bus (Budica)

•

COHORT I – East Side Bus (Chambers)

Traffic Flow Within the School:

 Students will be trained to always walk on the right hand side of the hallway. Visible markers
indicating traffic flow will be placed on the floor.
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 A new system for drop off and pick up will be implemented for the upcoming school year. A
map and description will be distributed to the school community outlining further
information regarding procedures for the beginning and end of the school day.
 One of the changes that students will notice is that there will be less movement around the
building. Health guidelines require that students have less contact. In order to abide by that
we will be minimizing contact between classes and rooms in the building.
Gatherings, Visitors, and Field Trips:
We will:

 pursue virtual group events, gatherings, or meetings, if possible, and promote social
distancing of at least 1 Meter between people if events are held.
 Limit any nonessential visitors, volunteers, and activities involving external groups or
organizations
 Pursue virtual activities and events in lieu of field trips, student assemblies, special
performances, school-wide parent meetings as possible.
School Assemblies/Chapels:
 Instead of Assemblies, the school administration and or Chaplain will hold mini assemblies
with each classroom cohort.
 The PA System will be used more frequently to convey information/messages
 Assemblies will be delivered to classrooms using social media platforms and virtual options
(Facebook live feeds, Zoom and Office 365 TEAMS

Office Procedures:
 Visitors and volunteers will be limited within the school.
 Visitors will be screened upon arrival at the school and will be required to sign in and sign out

for contact tracing.
 The office doors will be closed and access to the office will be limited to staff and necessary

entry.
 The office windows in the school foyer will be open for communication with students and
parents.
 The student phone will be available to use and will be sanitized after each use.

Classroom layout Plans:
 As per the government guidelines on distancing within the school, we are arranging for all

classrooms to have students in their desks, distanced 1 meter apart.
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 In order to accommodate the distancing requirements, set out by the government, there will

have to be adjustments and reconfigurations to classrooms within the school. Further
information regarding the first day procedures and classroom locations will be forthcoming.

School Bus Transportation:
We will:
 encourage parents to use active forms of travel or private transportation, where possible.
 review our transportation eligibility policies to streamline available transportation towards high needs
 follow Manitoba Education recommended Guidelines Support physical distancing by having students
sit 1 student to a seat (unless they are from the same family) Appendix E
 require the wearing of Non-Medical Masks on the school bus for students in Grades 5-12. Masks must
be worn before they will be allowed to board the bus and while riding the bus to and from school:
o

We recommend providing reusable masks for your children to use on the bus.

o

Masks will be provided for students who do not have one.

o

Students in Grade 4 and lower will not be required to wear a mask but they can wear a nonmedical mask if they choose.

 require that bus drivers clean frequently touched surfaces at least twice daily (handrails, seats)
 provide alcohol-based hand sanitizers on the buses
 provide face coverings/shields are necessary for the bus drivers where it becomes difficult to maintain
social distancing measures.

Recess and Break Times:
 Students will be participating in recess in their cohort groups.
 Students will be released from their classes and will have different exit points according to their
cohort.
 The school grounds in the back field will be sectioned into different areas with a physical barrier to
differentiate the cohort sections.
 We will stagger our recess times to allow for social distancing measures
 Duty staff members will supervise students and remind them about physical distancing protocols.
 Students will be sent inside from recess at staggered times to reduce congestion in entrances and
hallways.
 Microwave use will not be permitted.

8

Extracurricular Sports:
We will wait for further guidelines from the Manitoba High School Athletic Association (MHSAA) to determine
if we will be able to participate in League Sports.

Learning Preparedness:

 Teachers met in June to discuss upcoming class information in order to be best prepared
to receive their new students and support their needs.
 As a school we believe it is more practical to conduct full-scale assessments early in fall
after the students have returned from holidays—Students would have grown over the
summer and there is likely to be summer learning Loss
 Kindergarten to Grade 12 students will complete the annual Canadian Assessment Test
(CAT4) to determine their academic growth over the previous years.
 Classroom teachers (Kindergarten to Grade 4) will conduct Math recovery assessment
Interviews and Grade level Reading Assessments
 Grade 5-8 teachers will conduct their own classroom based assessments in Math, Reading
& Writing.
 Teachers will activate prior knowledge and identify students needing additional support.
 Time will be taken to help students process the new environment of living in a pandemic
and school routine, especially during health class.
 Morning announcements will continue to support students in this new environment and
school routines.
 Teachers will shift their focus from full school/section community-building activities into
class and inter-class community activities.

Programming Changes:

 In order to comply with the distancing and safety guidelines within the school, we will be
making some adjustments to non-core subjects:
o Physical education will continue. However, there will be a focus on spending as
much time outdoors as possible (weather permitting). Teachers will also make
adjustments within the gym as necessary. The emphasis on Physical Education will
be skill-building.
o Creative arts and choir classes will be moving to an instrument/theory based
curriculum as opposed to a choral focus.
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o Foods & Nutrition will see an emphasis on theory and students will be required to
prepare meals at home. We await further guidelines from Manitoba Education.

Before and After Programming:

 Currently our Before and After school program is under review as we wait for specific guidelines from
Manitoba Health and Education.
 We will request that parents have an alternative plan for the beginning of the school year in the event
that we are not able to provide Before and After school care.
 We are hopeful that once we receive information from the government, we will be able to resume the
program with the necessary recommended guidelines.

SCHOOL STAFF PREPAREDNESS:
 All staff will be required to self-screen each day and will be required to stay home when they

are displaying symptoms of COVID-19.
 Staff will be receiving training in all new protocols before the beginning of the school year

and throughout the year on an ongoing basis.
 Teachers who are not able to be in school to teach will be given the opportunity to prepare

lessons and teach from home. The school will have a substitute teacher in the classroom
whenever possible. In some cases, the lesson from the teacher will stream through the
Micro-Soft Teams platform to students who will have access on their devices, school chrome
books or on the screen in the classroom. There will be an adult supervisor present in the
classroom to help the students during this time.
 We have expanded our school substitute teacher list and will follow government guidelines

regarding substitute teachers in a classroom setting. These guidelines outline the ability to
use non-certified teachers in a limited capacity to supervise students. Please be aware that
this will be under circumstances where all other options have been exhausted and are not
intended for long term coverage.
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ADDITIONAL RESPONSE LEVELS:

Manitoba health has indicated that should the public health situation deteriorate or guidelines are
not sufficient, current measures may be paused and other measures may be reintroduced.
The department of education has asked us to prepare for two additional scenarios in the event that
this occurs. They are as follows:

Level 2: Blended Learning (in-class and remote):
The focus will prioritize Kindergarten to Grade 8 students for in-class learning, while 9-12 students
would use remote learning, with limited use of school facilities for specific programming and
assessment. The model then creates an ability for the school to provide proper distancing for the
students that are remaining.

Level 3: Remote Learning
In class learning is suspended if mandated by the government. There will be teacher led remote
learning for all students. Teachers will use the model developed in the previous school year along with
adjustments as needed.
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School Day Drop-Off and Pick-Up Procedures due to Covid-19
STUDENTS NOT ARRIVING/DEPARTING USING THE SCHOOL BUS
RRVJA will be putting extra safety measures in place to increase safety on the Campus.
Parents are not to enter the building in the morning and afternoons. We recognize this will be
a very difficult adjustment, especially early on. However, it does allow for us to be able to
focus on our well-being and safety of our students in the building. Please do not leave

your vehicle to drop off and pick up.
Different drop off/pick up locations. (SEE MAP BELOW)
GRADES
Kinder-Gr. 2
Grade 3-4
Grade 5-6
Grade 7-8
Grade 9-10
Grade 11-12





DROP-OFF
West side behind gym
North side parking lot
McCalman Avenue
McCalman Avenue
McCalman Avenue
Parking lot behind Lutheran Church

PICK-UP

ENTRANCE

West side behind gym
North side parking lot
McCalman Avenue
McCalman Avenue
McCalman Avenue
Parking lot behind Lutheran Church

South-side Door
South-side Door
Field in front of portable classroom
East-side Door
South Side Door
East-side Door

Staggered drop off/pick up. We will be spacing out the arrival and departure for our students, by
last name. This will allow for more spacing for those students to get into their classroom.
After drop-off; students will be going directly to their designated entrance point from where they will be
led to their classrooms. Students will also be dismissing from their classrooms back to the designated
exit point from where they will be led to their pick-up location.
Parents with multiple siblings are to drop-off/Pick-up at the location designated for the
youngest child.



Typical school day. Our school day will look slightly different with the safety measures we are
putting in place. Our students will be spending more of their day in the classroom. Specialist teachers
(music, art, media) will come into the classrooms to teach. Students will be eating lunch in their
classrooms. Students will not be moving into different classrooms for learning as we have done in
past years.



Length of school day. Because of our students being in a more confined space for longer periods of
time than we have in the past our length of the school day in person is going to change slightly. We
will be running the schedule this way.

1. Last Name A-H: Arrive at 8:35 – Dismiss at 3:15*
2. Last Name I –P: Arrive at 8:50 – Dismiss at 3:30*

STUDENTS ARE CONSIDERED TARDY AFTER 9:15 AM

3. Last Name Q-Z: Arrive at 9:05 – Dismiss at 3:45*

This schedule will be critical in allowing us to be able to manage the safety risk to students. Students
who arrive in the first drop off time will be escorted from the designated line-up zone to their
classroom where they will work on activities that teachers have prepared. These will be the same
group of students who will be leaving the campus first.
Students who arrive in the later time slots will have opportunities to work through some of the same
activities that they may not have had time to do in the morning while earlier groups are dismissing.
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RESOURCES
https://www.gov.mb.ca/asset_library/en/covid/k-12-reopeningplan.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/k12planguide.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/k-to-12-school-re-entry-2020-21-school-year.aspx
https://www.finalsite.com/blog/p/~board/b/post/school-reopening-plans-covid19
Video Resource Links
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ObpC2NAXTXA

Title
How to reopen schools
without spreading the
coronavirus? | COVID-19
Special
Back to school: What we
can learn from Denmark’s
coronavirus response

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20j3CBNkv_Q

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmK9Bt1xcnY

How Taiwan keeps kids
safe at school amid
COVID-19 (Marketplace)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W7CBVTacJ1s

Coronavirus: govt
“confident” children will
be safe to return to school
- BBC News
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3464&v=V9p10jSLd9s&feature=emb_title Answering 20 Questions
about COVID-19
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kbnW5xnH7eI

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/community/School-Admin-K12readiness-and-planning-tool.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://www.gov.mb.ca/asset_library/en/covid/k-12-reopeningplan.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/cloth-face-covering.pdf

https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/health-topics/infection-prevention-control/handhygiene/jcyh-videos

13

Your COVID-19 Questions
Answered: Daily Life,
Social Interaction,
Returning to Work, and
More
Considerations for K-12
Schools: Readiness and
Planning Tool
CDC
Restoring Safe Services
How to Safely Wear and
Take Off a Cloth Face
Covering
Hand rubbing/washing
videos

